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A portable telephone system has a display unit for « 
displaying items of names and telephone numbers 
retrieved by a retrieval section by using an input 
character string as a search key from telephone 
directory information. The display unit displays the 
items if the number of retrieved items retrieved by 
using a first input character is lower than or equal to 
a threshold, and displays only the number of items if 
the number of retrieved items is larger than the 
threshold. Desired items are again retrieved by 
using subsequent input character or characters as a 
search key. If the number of the thus retrieved items 
is lower than or equal to the threshold, the extracted 
items are displayed on the display unit. 
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